Sheila Jean McLernon Gerhart
July 17, 1938 - June 29, 2020

Sheila Jean McLernon Gerhart passed away peacefully at home in Oro Valley, Arizona on
Monday, June 29, 2020. She was 81.
Sheila was born July 17, 1938 in Holbrook, Arizona, to John and Heidi McLernon.
She had a wonderful childhood in Prescott, Arizona where she attended grammar and
high school. She then went to the University of Arizona in Tucson (forever a Wildcat!).
She married Frank Whitlow and they had two kids. They had many fun times and
adventures while working on ranches in Vail and Skull Valley (the Spider Ranch). They
then moved to Springerville, where she had many wonderful friends. She enjoyed her jobs
at Western Drug, Round Valley Schools, and the White Mountain Chamber of Commerce.
From there she moved to Phoenix and was the office manager for the Arizona National
Livestock Show. She then moved to Tucson, and worked as the office manager for
Headquarters West for many years.
Sheila loved people, and never knew a stranger. She had the most wonderful gift of
making everyone she met feel special. Her friends and family were truly treasures to her.
She will be dearly missed, but we will cherish the memories.
She is survived by her sister, Cheryl Hollenbeck, her son, Dale Whitlow and his wife
Shelly, and their family Travis, Tyler and Jessea. Also Sherrie Jones and her husband
Johnny, and their family Katie and Bear Pascoe, Shannon Jones and Devin Marcum. She
also leaves behind the most wonderful and caring neighbors a person could have.
Sheila was preceded in death by her parents and sisters Bobbie Farwell and Pat Greer.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The Compassion Alliance (compassionalliance.org), a non profit organization supporting law enforcement and first responders.
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Comments

“

Sherrie, Dale and familyWe are saddened to hear you lost your beautiful mother.
We didn’t get to see Sheila often, however when we had the pleasure she treated us
like family. That sweet smile, soft spoken,
always mostly with kind words,
sense of humor, beautiful inside and out, whose
eyes lit up every time she laid eyes on her family!
There was absolutely no doubt the love she had for each of you. We send much love
and believe Sheila will be at the pearly gates to welcome even us....The Happys

Marguerite Happy - July 07, 2020 at 01:05 PM

“

Sherrie, My thoughts and prayers are with your family at this time. I know how proud
she was of all of you. I watched your girls and Dale's boys grow up through pictures
and her stories, so I feel as though I really do know you even if not in person. She
was always proud to show off new pictures which we exchanged regularly. You have
so many years of good memories to keep her in your hearts and minds at all times.
Michele Clough

Michele Clough - July 06, 2020 at 07:27 PM

